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Theſe are Murmurers, Complainers, walking 
after their own Luſts, and their Mouth 
ſpeaketh great ſwelling Words, having Mens 
Perſons in Admiration becauſe of Advan- 
tage. Jude. 
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REMARKS 


LETTER 


DISSENTERS 


T is very caſy to diſcover, that the 
Author of the Letter to the Diſſenters, 
is ſome inconſiderable Wretch that 
has fold both his Principles and Pen 
to a Faction, Enemies to the Liberty 
ot their Country. But if inconſider- 
able Wretchcs are to be neglected, the Field wou'd 
be left clear to them; for whom elſe can they en- 

age in the Defence of a Cauſe, that has nothing 
in the World to ſupport it, but Falſnosd and Impu 


dence? 
N'3 1m 
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I am aſham'd to mark out the Perſon on whom 
this Libel is father'd; not ſo much on account of his 
being render'd imfariozs by Law, as for the greater 
Infamy he has loaded himſelf with of late Years, in 
the Service of France and her Friends. Tis a hard 
Caſe, that Men of common. Senſe and Honeſty , 
ſhou'd be reduc'd ro the Neceflity either of patient- 
ly hearing all Reaſon, Juſtice, and Truth ridicul'd 
and inſulted, or of entring the Liſts with a Set of 
hireling Scriblers, who are under another Neceflity 
either of Scribling or Starving; and yet by preten- 
aus to Protectiůon and Countenance, they wou'd im- 
poſe their Sopbiſiry and Inſolence on weak Minds, for 
Aurbority and Argument, were they not ſet in their 
true Light, and neceſſary Cautions given to unwa- 
ry Readers not to be deceiv'd by them. 

But it will always be ſo at certain Jund!ures. 
When Kicblien reign'd in France, For what other 
Name can we give to the Z.. of that Miniſter ? 
the famous Mareſchal de Baſſamprerre, was forc'd to 
ſtake his Reputation againſt an ignorant, illiterate 
Fellow whom R:cbliex had hir'd to abuſe him, and 
who had nothing to venture againſt him but the Pa- 
per and Int that he waſted in the Controverſy. 

The Writers, whom we are moſt troubled with, 
are thoſe, who, under Pretence of vindicating the 
and Miniſtry, who, God be thanked, do not 
want ſuch Advocates, treat the belt and greateſt 
Men of the Kingdom, whole Orders and Commu: 
nities, as Factious and Seditious; and confine Loyalty 
fo a Party that have been Strangers to it ever ſince 
there was any Merit in being Loyal. 
Before I talk with this Wiiter more particularly 
as to the main Subject of his Letter, I ſhall beg 
leave to ſay a Word or two about the Terms Se- 
dition and Faction, and the Conduct of the Higb- 
r action towards Her Majeſty and Her Mi- 
iſtry. 1 . 
f It 1 not for three or four Perſons who are ho- 
neut d with the Adminiſtration of the — Af. 
J 8 Airs, 
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faſrs, to call themſelves the State, any more than 
it was in the Time of the Memorial, for three or 
four Biſhops, and a few pious and wiſe Members 
of the Lower Houſes of Parliament and Convoca- 
tion, to call themſelves the Church: And yet that 
they did ſo, may be ſeen by that ever memorable Ko- 
mance, where Faction and Sedition appear trium- 
hant, and we may know who the Men are that 
ave diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their Obedience and 
Reſpect to Her Majeſty and Her Miniſters. Do 
not we find there the Earls of Rocheſter, Ferſey, Dy- 
ſert, Winchelſea, the Lord Granville, the Lord Gower, 
Sir Edward Seymour, Sir George Rooke, and others 
of the ſame Stamp, ſet off as Patrons and Cham- 
pions of the Church, which they repreſent as in the 
moſt extream Danger under Her preſent Majeſty ? 
Theſe Men might as well call themſelves the Church, 
as ſome others call themſelves the State. For as 
the Church is not compos'd only of Bijhops, Deans, 
and Prebendaries; ſo neither can the State be ſaid to 
conſiſt only of Chancellors, Treaſurers, and Secreta- 
ries. The Conſtitution is really the State, and thoſe 
that by indirect Practices, and for private Ends, 
make Breaches in it, weaken its Foundation, and 
endanger its Eſtabliſhment, are truly the Faction: 
and Seditions, however they are dignify'd and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd. 

hen a Nation is in full Proſperity, their Arms 
every where victorious, their Credit ſtrong and flou- 
riſhing, their Counſels ſteady and happy, what Name 
is there for ſuch Men as ſhall confound theſe Coun- 
ſels, deſtroy that Credit, and diſarm thoſe Generals 
that had made them ſo ſafe and ſo glorious by many 

9 Vicories? 
en a State is at the Head of a powerful Con- 
federacy, in the Defence of the Common Liberty, 
when the Deſtroyer is himſelf on the Brink of De- 
ſtruction, and nothing but Union is wanting to fi- 
niſh the Deliverance of Kingdoms and Common- 
wealths from a long-threatnec Tyranny, What is it 
tO 


(6) 
to divide the Members of ſo neceſſary an Alliance, 
to reſtore Vigour, and even Fortune, to avanquith'd 
Tyrant, aud hazard again the Freedom of the World? 
I there is an Inſtance of ſuch Management in Hi- 
ſtory, ſee whether every honeſt Reader will not cry 
out againſt it as Factious and Seditious, whatever Ac- 
cidents and Circumſtances may intervene to ſeem 
to juſtific or authorize it. Theſe Marks are inde- 
lible: Such bad Actions as theſe create Ideas, for 
which there are no other Words in Language, but 
Sedition and Faction. is in vain to cloath fair 
Actions in a fox! Dreſs; the Ideas Men have of 
them in their Mind, are ſpotleſs and clean; and 
when a Man is lawfully doing his Endeavour ac- 
cording to his Ability and Station, to ſerve his Coun- 
try, encreaſe its Wealth, and advance its Honour, 
whatever Succeſs his good Endeavour may be at- 
tended with, twill be in vain to call it Fadions and 
Seditioas. Every one will juſtifie him in his own 
Mind, for having done his Duty, and will condemn 
thoſe that hinder'd the good Etfect of it, let them 
be never ſo great and ſo powerful. 
Was there no other Reaſon but this, That all 
Parties among us have in their Turn thrown Sedi- 
tion and Faction in the Teeth of their Opponents, it 
ſhou'd, methinks, make ſome People find out other 
Terms to villifie thoſe they hate. Their Lexicon 
abounds with Phraſes of Calumny and Scandal, but 
then their Weapons wou'd at once loſe all thcir 
Edge. "Tis neither their Wit nor their Reaſoning, 
which they dare truſt to; 'tis their Power, their Pri- 
vilege: This Bullying-Air goes through the whole 
Body of them. You have it, not only in their Lz- 
bels, but in their common Diſcourſe. I cou'd not 
help ſmiling at the Play the other Night, when one 
of the Spectators ſaid — to another, ſpeaking of 
the Duke of Marlborough, I hope in a little while to [ee 
him in England again. What's that, Sir, ſays a third, 
do you ſpeak Treaſon ? The Man's Mouth was ſtopt 


_ preſently, he had not a Word more to ſay for the 
| 0 
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Hero that drove the French to the Somme, and might 
erhaps in another Campagne, have hung up his new 

trophies in Notredame. | 
This is a ſtale Trick of the Enemies to Modera- 
tion, Toleration, Trade, and Liberty, Upon Her Ma- 
jeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, they began to re- 
reſent Her beſt Subjects as wanting in Reſpect to 
Fer in the Reign of K ing William, and as having laid 
a Conſpiracy in Favour of the Houſe of Hannover. 
Her Majeſty was iouſly pleas'd to cauſe that 
wicked Slander to be enquir'd into, and it had the 
Cenſure of the Houſe of Lords. The very ſame odi- 
ous Repreſentation do they now make of thoſe that 
oppoſe them. The Lezter-Writer tells the World, 
he Hoxſe of Hannover ig on the moſt frivolous Occa- 
ſiont, thrown in the Faces of the moſt loyal Subjects the 
ueen has; and the aforeſaid Faction, he means the 
ell-wiſhers to that illuſtrious Houſe, bzllies the 
People with the Hannover Succeſſion; whereas in 
truth, *tis that very Faction, ſo term'd by the higheſt 
Authority in the Caſe of the f{:gh-Church Memorial, 
who not many Years fince, form'd a deep Deſign to 
bring over immediately ſome of the Houſe of Hau- 
nder; not the better to ſecure the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, but by ſo popular a Step, at that time how- 
ever unſeaſonable, to ingratiate themſelves with the 
People, whoſe Hearts they had ſo entirely loſt, that 
nothing but the People's loſing their Wits, cou'd 
in any degree have recover'd them. ; 
As to their Behaviour to Her Majeſty's Royal 
Perſon and Dignity, I might give a thouſand In- 
ſtances of their flagrant Faction and Sedition; not 
that their Example excuſes theſe Crimes in others, 
but it ſhews us, that it is not of ſuch Maſters as 
High-Charch , that we are to learn a perfect and 
paſſive Obedience and Reſpect to the Sovereign, 
which they never — to practice, but in or- 
der to compel Reſpect and Obedience to them- 


ſelves. 
* Look 
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Lock over that Picture in Miniature of the whole 
Party, the Memorial, and you need go no farther to 
ſee what Uſage ſo good a Queen has met with from 
them in her own Reign; and I cou'd, perhaps I may 
in time, name ſome of em, whoſe Conduct to- 
wards Her in the laſt was not more reſpectful. 

Her Majeſty's Zeal for the Eſtabliſh'd Church, has 


been ſo eminent during the whole Courſe of Her 


Life, that one wou'd not think it poſſible for the 
moſt Helliſh Malice to aſperſe Her on that Head: 
And yet ſee how theſe moſt dutiful Sons and Sub- 
jects of the Queen and Church treat Her in that T rai- 
terous Libel, own'd of late to be the Senſe of the 
Faction. In one Place they ſay, the Q—— #75 wean'd 
from the Church. In another, they 22 ſee by the 
Obſtruttions which every thing that has been advanced 
for the Security of the Church has met with, that the 
Church does not hold the ſame Rank in her Eſteem aud 
Confidence, or, that at leaſt, thro" the awe of ſome 
Party or other, fhe dares not give the wonted Marks 
of it. They ſay again, From the frequent Inculcation; 
of the Nerz of moderate Connſels, and from the re- 
peated Ex ons from the Throne to Peace and L- 
nion, the Churchmen do find themſelves almoſt as ſen- 
fibly reproach'd as by the defamatory Libels of the Diſ- 
Jenters and their Hirelings. They alſo ſuppoſe a Time, 
whey it may be too late to fly to the Throne in their Di- 
ftreſs ; the Crown it ſelf may be timorous,” ill adus 
amwilling, or unable to relieve them ; Nay, theſe good 
High-Churchmen go fo far, as to quote a very odd 
jece of French Hiſtory, and ſhew, bew Henry III. 
became very unhappy and contemptible to his People, and 
brought * at 2 to an untimely End by the Hand- 
an Aſſaſſm. Good God! Here is a horrid High- 
urch Inſinuation. I defy the rankeſt Tory in Bo. 
gland to match this impious 1 in the Wri- 
tings of the moſt furious Repablicans, And yet theſe 
notable Pillars and Patrons of the Church, add, Tho' 
this tragical Story is not, it is to be bop'd, applicable to 
England in af us Circumſtances, yet the firſt Part of it 


comes 
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comes ſo near us, that it makes it not improper to conſia 
der the Concluſion. Is this the Faction that is to teach 
us our Duty to the Q----, that is, to adviſe and coun- 
ſel, as the 7 ofticiouſly undertakes to do, 
not only Diſſenters, but all Exghſpmen who are not 
of his Mind, and will not ſacrifice the Publick to 4 

Private Intereſt ? | 
I hall in the next place, take ſome notice of theſe 
Mens Behaviour to Her Majeſty's Miniſters : Mi- 
niſters in the higheſt Repute both at home and abroad, 
that ever any Miniſtry was, either of our own or 
other Nations, whoſe Adminiſtration ſo many Par- 

liaments, and the Voice of the People in ſo man 

voluntary Addreſſes had applauded. Miniſters with 
Whoſe Service Her Majeſty had ſo often declar'd 
Her ſelf from the Throne, to be well pleas'd, in 
whom confederate Nations put ſuch entire Confi- 
dence, and whoſe Counſels the Common Enemy 
dreaded, as the ſure Meaſures of his Ruine. In a 
word, Miniſters, whoſe Wiſdom, Courage, and 
Fidelity, were crown'd with ſo much Glory, that 
the Period of their Miniſtry will, doubtleſs, be the 
brighteſt part of the Britiſb Annals. When we come 
to the Inſtances of the undutiful Carriage of the Fa- 
ctrion to theſe Miniſters, we ſhall find it to be on the 
old Account {ti11, the Charch's Danger; a Pretence 
the more ridiculous, becauſe the Piety and Morals 
of thoſe that made uſe of it ſo ſcandalouſly bely'd 
their Zeal : However, our High-Church Champions 
proclaim in their Memorial, That all Attempts to ſet+ 
zle the Church, have been render d ineffeetual by Mixi- 
TERS, who with a Prevarication as ſhameful as their 
ngratitude, pretend to vote and ſpeak for it themſelyes, 
while they ſollicit and bribe others with Places and Pen- 
frons ta be againſt it; their Prevarications are ftrong e- 
zough to rouſe Nature. Theſe Loyal Paſſive-Obe- 
dience Men threaten zo ſecure themſelves at the Peril 
of theſe MINISTERS whe give them the Alarm, and 
they bid the Lord High Treaſurer look to it, and ma- 
turely weigh who are to he * at this 2 1 
5 ay 


(10) 


May notl make uſe of the Reflections of the Leer- 


writer himſelf, on the forbearance of the then Go- 


vernment to ſuch inſolent Offenders ? The Clemen- 
cy of the Queen, ſays he, and Moderation of the Mi- 
niſtry are a Bleſſing to a Nation when practis'd in 
ir due Meaſure, but become Criminal to themſelves 
and Iujurious tothe Publick, when they ſuffer themſelves 
zo be ſo inſulted. What wou'd this Fellow ſay, if 
any Friend to Liberty and the Proteſtant Succeflion, 
ſhou'd talk of tboſe into whoſe Hands Her Majeſty has 
thought fit to entruſt the Adminiſtration of the Publick 
Affairs, as the Faction talk'd of them eight Years a- 
go in their Manifeſto ? *Tis a very great Doubt whe- 
ther our MINISTERS are ſo honeſt as they ought to be, 
er as wiſe as they pretend to be. The contrary of all 
which is ſhrewdly to be —_— Let me tranſplant 
one Paragraph more of that renown'd High-Church 
Manifeſto, and ſee how *twill look in res un 
The T----, ſay they, may pleaſe himſelf with a Dream 
of Power and Popularity, and fancy himſelf ſome 
mighty Monarch when he ſees his Levees crowded ; but 
it hi, Staff they follow, not him. If his Footman bore 
it, they wou'd be all as obſequiouſly at his Heels. Shou'd 
any one dareto ſay as much in the name of a Party, 
how wou'd every body cry out Faction and Sedition? 
But the true Faction can hector or cringe, can threa- 
ten or flatter, can preach Obedience or Rebellion 
as it ſerves a preſent Turn. We muſt never mind 
what Names they give to Perſons or Things, they 
confound Truth — Falſbood, Vice and Virtue, their 
Writings being generally to be read backwards, and 
the contrary to what they ſay of Things and Perſons, 
to be taken for Truth. _ 1 5 
I cou'd enlarge upon this Topick to as great a 
length as I pleas d; but I ſhall content my ſelf with 
what has bas been ſaid, to prove, that the Faction a- 
ainſt the Revolution, the Government founded upon 
it, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, never talk of Loy- 
Aty and Obedience, but they mean themſelves; that 
all their Care of the Church, and their Concern _ 
= + a & 1 | tne 
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the Crown, are Grimace ; and that all Exgliſpmen 
ſhou'd abhor their Principles and deſpiſe their Leſ- 
ſons, making the Laws only the meaſure of their O- 
bedience, and they may then laugh at the Flattery or 
Threats of all Parties and Perſons whatſoever. I 
ſhall conclude what I have to ſay on this Head, 
with the Words of a moſt excellent and polite Au- 
thor, now deceas'd, in a Manuſcript of his that ſhall 
{ome time or. other ſee the Light. It was written 
on occaſion of the Memorial, and his Reflections 
on Things are as judicious and prophetical as his 
Paintings of Men are natural and pleaſant. hat 
rare Church of England Men, ſays he, theſe are, let 
all the World judge. Indeed, they ſeem not only to have 
left the Church, and to have ontliv'd all Senſe of Alle- 
tance to Her Majeſty but to have loſt ſo entirely all 
otions of Good an Evil „ that they call every thing 
and Perſon 2 a wrong Name; Obedience they call Fa- 
Aion, and Moderation Phanaticiſm ; Treaſon they call 
Loyalty, and Perſecution Primitive Chriſtianity ; thiſe 
that never attend Divine Service, they calltrue Church- 
men; and thoſe that — appear at Church, are 
| Diſſenters in their Hearts, As often therefore as in 
any of their Libelt we meet with the Terms, Faction, 
Sedition, Church, Loyalty, Peace, and the like, we 
are not to joyn any other Ideas to them than what 
wou'd ariſe from Places, Power, Perſecution, Revenge 
and Advantage; tis very plain they intend themſelves 
only, unleſs ſometimes hey carry on Deſigns which they 
dare not own, as they have been told from the Throne : 
Tho? even thoſe very black and impious Detigns, 
whether in Favour of France or the Pretender, have 
themſelves. ſtill at the bottom, they being ſo ſtu- 
pid as to imagine they ſhou'd not be ſerv'd upon 
another Reſtoration, as the Cavaliers were upon the 
laſt. To which Purpoſe I will put them in Mind 
of the Story of an old Weſt Saxon, Collonel Pool, 
who having done more than theſe Loyal Gentlemen 
pretend to, ſpent a very good Eſtate in the Cavalier 
Cauſe, came to Court ſoon after King Charſes 11's. 
| B 2 Return, 
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Return, and found the King fo ſurtounded by Pari. 
sans, that he cou'd not come at him. He in vain 
waited feveral Months; there was no body to in- 
troduce him. At laſt, walking one Day very pen- 
fively in the Mall, the King happening to come 

and obſerving him, a Courtier took the Liberty t 
tell his Majeſty what an Eſtate that old Gentleman 
had ſpent in his Father's Service. The King asking 
his Name, Pool, ſays the Courtier. And how does he 
Hell ie, replys the facetious Monarch, with a P or an 
F?: Now can theſe Cburchmen flatter themſelves, the 
Pretender wou'd not have Frenchmen and Papiſts e- 
nough to provide for? and tho? their Conſciences 
may allow them to go aſmall Step farther, and pro- 
feſs themſelves of the Church of Rome; yet let them 
not forget this common Maxim of Princes, to hate 
the Traytor, tho? they love the Treaſon. 
I cou'dnot avoid the foregoing Reflections, as I 
am a Member of the Church of England, the beſt con- 
ſtituted of any upon Earth, for the Good of Society, 
and Support of Government. It teaches Men Gra- 
titude, Juſtice and Truth, the Duty of Subjects to 
Princes, and of Chriſtians to one another, which 
leads me to confider the Letter to the Diſſenters, as 
it relates to them as Engliſhmen: For as they are 
Chriſtians and Proteſtants, Reaſon, Faſtice and Law 
have given them the Liberty of their Conſciences, of 
which = eg but Inzjaſtice and Oppreſion can de- 

ve them. | 1 | 

I will not fink ſo low as to expoſtulate with this 
Writer, as he is a Diſſenter, or rather Fawatick himſelf. 
on the baſeneſs of his Compliance with a Fattion to 
betray the People with whom he worſhips God, and 
receives his Sacrament, if he ever does it all. He is 
too mean and too wretched to be confider'd in hith- 
ſelf, and tis only with Reſpe@ to thoſe that hire and 
employ him, that one can excuſe one's ſelf for be 
ing at the leaſt Trouble about him. {OY 
His Deſign, if he has any other than to wo = 

s to wheodle and frighten the whole Body of the 
| „ Dilſſenters 
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Diſſemers out of that Spirit of Liberty and Zeal fog 
the Public k Good, which they have always exerted 
in a diſtinguiſhing manner; and which have made 
all good Churcehmen look on them as their honeſt 
miſtaken Brethren, and as ſuch to treat them wit 
Moderation and Friendſhip, If this Writer cou 
break the Union between Eugliſb Proteſtants, Charchs 
men and Diſſenters, he wou'd do the Work at once, 
he might then ſcribble for the Pretender as open! 
as he would; he wou'd ſoon need no Pardon to 
protect him: But *tis to be hop'd, the Diſſenterr, 
who notwithſtanding the great Favour ſhewn the 
by King James, fell chearfully in with the Charc 
Intereſt, when it was really in Danger, becauſe the. 
Charch Intereſt is infeparable from the State, and 
will always tife and ſink with it; *Tisto be hop'd, 
1 fay, they will heatken to no Inſinuations whic 
may weaken that Zeal for the Pablitk Good, and 
deaden that Spirit of Liberty which have endear* 
fhert to all true Church-men and true EngliÞmen. 
e of the Laity do not concern our ſelves with 
the Diſputes and Heats of Theolopiſts; we ate 
told by the beſt Divines in the Church of Euglaud, 
that the Matters in debate are different, and we 
think to rob People of thelr Birtbrigbt for Sctuples 
in indifferent Matters, to be ſo wicked and unjuſt, 
that Ry ſuppoſe a Proteſtant Government ca- 
pable of it. . . 
I 'wiſh this Lerter-Nriter wou'd tell me, what ate 
the other great Privileges the Diſſenters enjoy, beſides 
their being ſuffer'd to worſhip God in a Proteltatit 
Country after a Pfoteſtant manner. This is no 
new Privilege: King James gave it to them firſt, 
and the Voice of the People, confirm'd by the Au- 
thority of the Legiflature, eſtabliſh'd it to them 
2 5 This Prevege is what they claim as 


iamen and Proteſtants. It depends on Reaſon, 
u/tice, and the Law, and therefore cannot ſo pro- 
perly be ſaid. to depend immediately upon the Govern= 
ment Which executes that Law, It will not be im- 
| Proper 
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to obſerve here what Reaſons the. Legiſla- 
ture have given for this Law, which ought to be like 
that of the Medes and Perfrans, unalterable. 

As nothing is moze contrary to the Pꝛokeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and particularly to the Do- 
ftrine of the Church of England, than Perſecution 
for Conſcience only: Jn due Confiderarion whereof, 
an It paſſed in the Firſt Pear of the late King 
William and Qucen Mary, Intituled, An AQ for 
exempting their Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, Diſ- 
ſenting from the Church of England, from all Pe- 
nalties of certain Laws: Which Act ought to be 
inviolably obſerved, and Eaſe given to all Conſci- 
ences truly ſcrupulous, c. | 

Thus was the Juſtice of the Toleration aſſerted 
by that very Parliament, who were ſo willing to force 
the Occaſional Bill upon the Queen and Lords, that 
they wou' d have doue it with the never-to-be-for- 
gotten T'ACx. 
True it was, this Act did not paſs; the Lords 
clogg*d it with ſeveral good and reaſonable Clauſes, and 
had ſeveral Conferences with the Commons about it. 
Among their Managers, we find the preſent Earls, 
Ferrars and Strafford, the Earl of An ſts, the Earl of 
Peterborough,the Lord La War, the Lord North, &c, 
And among the Managers for the Commons, Mr. 
Bromley, Mr. &. John, Sr. Thomas Powis, and others. 

Nay, the very Act which cuts them ſhort in the Pri- 
vileges of Ex owe, begins with renewing to them 
Aſſurances of ſecuring their Religious Liberty, and 
as muchas it ſeems to abridge it, the Preamble tells 
us, It was fo? quieting the Minds of Her Ma jeſt y's 
Pꝛoteſtant Dubjefts Diſſenring from the Church of 
England, rendering them ſecure in the Exerciſe of their 
Beligious Moꝛſchip. The very Title of the Act ſays, 
"Tis for Confirming the Toleration; and it is very 
plain, that the Seve of the Nation is the ſame, what- 
ever ſome hot Men ſay or do tc exaſperate us a- 
ainſt our Proteſtant Brethren the Diſſenters. Theſe 
gers wou'd have dropt the Word Toleration, and 


have 
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have put Exemption in the Place of it. This was en- 
deavour'd to be made faſhionable by Sacheverell and 
his Lawyers. But that affected Rudeneſs is aboliſh'd 
by the late Occaſional Bill, where Toleration is made 
the Ground-work of the Statute; and I doubt not, 
it is built on ſuch a Rock, National Fauſtice and Good- 
eſs, that it will not be in the Power of Malice or 
Envy to ſhake it. | 
Can a Privilege ſo founded, be ſaid to depend on 
Favour and Clemency ? There is no Clemency in be- 
ing Reaſonable, no Favour in being Juſt; and I ſhou'd 
tremble to hear it ſaid, that a Law which took its 
Riſe from Juſtice and Reaſon, wou'd be violated 
meerly for the Prejudices and Piques of intereſted 
Perſons, or receive its firſt Shock from the Power 
that is ordain'd to maintain it. | 
If this Hriter of Letters had remember'd us, that 
before the Revolution, the Diſſenters enjoy'd much 
greater Ae than they have done ſince, that 
their Meeting-Hoxſes were not only open, and their 
Seminaries crowded, but their Gentlemen and chief 
Tradeſmen were employ'd in all Offices of Honour, 
Truſt, and Profit, that they were not afraid of an Occa- 
ſional Bill, nor labour'd under a Sacramental One, and 
that yet theſe great Privileges were ſo far from being 
threatned to be taken away by High Church, that Arch- 
biſhop Sancrat and his Brethren, aſſur'd King James 
They were ready to come to any further Temper wit 
Them. And when afterwards in King Willam's 
Time, ſome Steps were taken towards a Compre- 
henſion, when a Commiſſion” was iſſu'd to ſeveral 
Biſhops and Divines of the Church to prepare Mat- 
ters in order to a Bill, Who were the Commiſſioners 
employ'd in that pious and charitable Office? Were 
they not Dr. Lampbugh, Archbiſhop of Terk; Dr. 
Compton, Biſhop of London; Dr. Mew, Biſhop of 
Wincheſter ; Dr. Sprat, Biſhop of Rocheſter; Dr. Sharp, 
Dr. Aldrich, Dr. Fane, Dr. Beveridge, Dr. Alſton, 
Dr. Stor, &c. Men, who doubtleſs wau'd not have 
charg'd themſelves with ſuch a Commiſſion, had they 
4 4 not 
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have been ſo highly engag'd and oblig 
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not thought it their Duty to do all that lay in their 
renee ao Ii Proteſtants, and make 

em One Church and One People; not by Ads of 

age and Violence, as is now practis'd by High-Church, 
but by Ads of Piech and Frieudjhip. If he had done 
this, what wou'd have become of all his Exaggera- 
tions? of their Religious Liberties now granted them o 
their full Sati ſfaction? of their being allow d Schools and 
Jeminaries, tho' by Lau, he ſays, they may, and he adds, 
himſelf a Dexter, onght to be ſup reſp ? What has 

en done for them ſince the rl Vear of King 
Villiam? Haye not their Schools and Seminaries been 
preſented and proſecuted at A fies? Are not they 
more effectually than ever, ſnut out from all Places 
of Truſt and Profit, which other Eugliſßmen enjoy? 
What extraordinary Favours have been ſhawr'd down 
upon them, that he taxes them with ſo much Ingra- 
titude? Why did he not name the other Laws that 
were made in the laſt Reign, or this, to ſet them on a 
Level with other Eagliſnmen? The great, mighty, and 
neu Privileges he talks of, as added to the Act of Ex- 
pon, the Toleration having, as I have obſerv'd, been 
of late thought too ſtrong a Phraſe tor it? In what „in- 

ular Manner have they, as he affirms, been provided 
for and protected? Why does he not give us the In- 


ces of the Clemency aud 2 | i PP they 
4 I do not urge 


. to inſinuate, that they ought to expect any more 
avour than they have, but to ſhew the World thar 
the Obligation the Dyſexters lie under for being 
qeſiver'd from the Perſecution of High-Charch, is 
of above twenty Years ſtanding; and that as great 
Privileges as they now enjoy, the Time was when 
they had greater, which is ſaid to clear them of 
the particular Charge of Ingratitude; a Vice which 
every honeſt Man muſt have in the utmoſt Abhor- 
* as long as there are two ſuch Places in the 
Vorld as Bleinbeim and Antwerp, All Engliſhmen are 
45 'd to the Goyernment for the juſt and impartial 
-XeCytiqn, of the Laus, but tis ridiculous to ide 
5 | at 
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that theſe Englifbmen, as Diſſentert, who have but on 
Law in their Favour , are more oblig'd than thoſe; 
who as Charchmen, have a hundred; or that ſo ſolitary 
a Law ſhow'd have ſuch an Influence upon them, as; 
if occaſion requir'd, to make them forget they ar 
Engliſhmen, purely for the ſake of their being Di 
Mont sniper DAI BIOS inane 
a Theſe unhappy Proteſtautꝭs are not to be look! d up- 
on in the preſent Conteſt, in a Religrons pr 
in a Civil. They declare they are not afraid of theit 
Toleration Ad, they ſhou'd hate themſelves if they gave 
way to the leaſt Suggeſtions of Her Majeſty's Ene- 
mies, that She wou'd ever conſent to the Violation of 
a Law ſhe has been graciouſly pleas'd to declare Ty- 
violable, tho? the Frenty of Faction were ſd great as 
to preſent any thing injurious to it to thè Royal 
Scepter. They know who they are, that having had 
the ſame Education with themſelves, were once zea- 
lous Aſſertors of every Branch of their Privileges, 
and did not give them up till they thought they cou'd 
not eſtabliſh themſelves without it: Theſe Men ean- 
not but be ſuſpeQed by them as Deſerters, who in all 
Caſes think they can't ſufficiently Rowe theif Simce- 
rity to the Party they have embras d, but by Augen 
and perſecuting that which they have deſerted; where? 
as they cannot but have Confidence in others, who 
having been always againſt them as Diſſenterts, have 
always protected them as Enghſhmen. © © 
Does not this Wretch know, that the Perſon 
whom he charges with bringing on the Occafrozal Bill, 
was the very Perſon that brought on the Tolergtion 
Act, and was induſtrious in the Buſineſs of the Com- 
prehenſion, and yet of ſo ſteady Principles to the Efa- 
bliſh'd Church, that the High-Churth-men thettiſelves 
own him in their Memorial to be one of their princi- 
pal Heroes and Champions, and he has not as a Church- 
man taken one Step to forfeit that illuſtrious Chara- 


= 
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cter, tho* as an Engliſpman; he has left them when the 


Church was not in queſtion? It cannot be laid to his 
Charge, tho' he is plac'd _— one of the zreache= 
ron. 
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upon, under ſo gracious, 10 juſt a Prince, who has 
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tous Friends of the Diſfentert, that he ever conform d ou 
of Dekign, that he ever gave them Hopes of doing 
them any other Servict than to contribute to the E- 
Rabliſhment of their Religions Liberties. He has always 
infiltedon the fix d Superiority of that Church to which 
Ee A aws, have given it, and that too at a Time 
when Political "wry ſeem'd to require more Ten- 
derneſs to thoſe that 4ſſewted from Her. But he ſcorns 
t9.;prevaricae ether with God or Man, and as he 
Ear ws general, © de-perfifts in viadicuing 

* ib „ per fiits in Vindicatin 
the Is t Prerogatzrves of the Charch, but with a Chris 
ſtian Temper, which ſhews his Charity reaches to the 

Sowls as well as to the Bodies of Men. The Threats 
he ſo boldly thunders out againſt the Diſſenters, are 
the moſt Spirituous Parts of his Lettrr. But his Spirit, 
like his Argumem, is falſe, and confifts only of Va- 
wr and Wind: For, alas! the Engirſs Nation are a 
umane, compaſſionatePeople: They cou'd not bear 
to fee the cruel Effects of ſuch a Tury Adminiſtra- 
tion as there was: about thirty Years ago, to ſee their 
honeſt Neighbours hurry'd away to Gaolr, and their 
Houſes and-Barns plunder'd at the Mercy of rave- 
nous and perjur'd Informers and Magiſtrates : They 
wou'd preſently torget all Party Heats and DiſtinQi- 
ons, and their good Senſe and good Nature wou'd im» 
mediately tell them, Theſe Men are our Countrymen, 
they are our Fellow -Subjects, Fellow - Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants; we live with them, we converſe with 
them, we deal with them: As Ezgliſhmen our Inte- 
reſts are the ſame : In the Name of God let them 
worſhip him in their own: Way, and may He in his 
due time ſo enlighten them as that they may join with 
us in Keligious as well as Ci Matters, to unite us 
the more firmly againſt our inveterate Enemies, the 
Papiſts, who are upon the Watch to make their Mar- 
ket of our Dipiſtons, and to drive us together to Smith- 
Held. Such Meaſures as this Hireling threatens them 
With, are too daring for any Set of Men to venture 


but 
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but one IJxtereſt, whatever they have, which is the 
Good of Her People. In a Nation utter Enemies to 
Slavery and Cruelty, thoſe that wiſn them ill, cou'd 
not put them upon any Thing that wou'd ſooner end 
in their Deſtruction, which they know too well to 
venture upon. When this Scribler acts the Part of a 
Bully, *tis in a vain Imagination, that he has Cullies to 
deal with: But I believe he does not find they have 
yet _ him any Reaſon to take them for ſuch; 
and | hope they never Will. 197 
If it were in his Power to do what he wou'd with 
the poor Diſſsaters, with his own dear Brethren, the 
very Men to whom he pretends to have vow'd Boay 
and Saul, pray Gentlemen, obſerye a little what 
wou'd be the End of it, unlefs you follow his fage 
and friendly Counſel, he wou'd precipitate your ſelves 
ty into horrible Ruine, 


P. | 

3 immediately, p. 20. the way the 

French King began with his e Your ſelves he 
ntereſt, by mortifying 


p. 20, 21. He tells you, there are #0 many Way 
to humble you, p. 21. That Meraſwres will be taken with 
you, and Hands uſed that were not intended, p. 27. That 
you mult be zazght your Duty at the Expeuce af your 
Liberty, p. 29. That a Laſh muſt be lent you, to lei you 
know what you have to do, p. 29. That the firſt Occafron 
muſt be —— to lay Hands upon yon, and to ſingle you 
ont as a People whom it it neceſſary to humble for the 
publick Safety, p. 30. That you are at the Mercy of 
Higb-Charch. the Lord have Mercy upon you. 
the Safety of ſome Perſons, who ſhall be nameleſs, gore 
fiſts in your Rnine and Overthrow, p. 32. And he crowns 
all with aſſuring the Wortd,! that you will enn #he 
ot C2 Pretender 
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p. 47. He did not publiſb his Letter, tho 2 
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Pretender to bring in 1 p. 34. For that 
he means ye when he wickedly throws that abſurd 
and deteſtable Calumny on the ¶ higes in general, and 
in a Word, when he belyes and villifies them at all 
is plain by his frank Confeſſion, That be has wot enter d 
into the — * of the goa aan farther than it 
ars the Diſſenters are 'd in them. | 

This Gentlemen, is the honeſt Man who deſigns 
yoxr (Good: This is bis calm and friendly Advice. If it 
is not Sedition to act the Part of an Incendiary, and 
foment Diſcord in ſo villainous a manner, What is 
Sedition? Himſelf owns, p. 29. The Diſſenters are a 
great Body of the Nation. As they are ſo, Shall they 
not have Liberty to act in Spiritualt and Temporals, 
according to their Conſciences ? What wou'd he in- 
ſinuate, by depriving them of other Liberties beſides the 

oleration aud Exemption, p. 45? Is it the Li to 
and ſell, to eat and drink, to breath Exgliſß Air? 
can this Mercenary pretend by this curſed In- 
finuation, eſpecially where he farther ſuggeſts, that 


Her moſt ſacred Majeſty will not be ty'd by the Letter 


of Her Promiſes, p. 43. Wou'd not this be almoſt 
Treaſon in any of you or me? And yet has he the 
Forehead in the ſame Inved#:ve, to affront the Throne 
with his filthy Panegyricks. 

He very kindly tells you, that for this once, he did 
let you Pore in Elections of Parliament, and 
wouy'd not ſay a Word againſt it, but at the ſame 
time gives my to.underſtand , that if he leaves you 

that other Privilege over and abave your Exemption 
he expects you will behave your ſelves to his good 
Iiking at the next Opportunity. Tis true, Endea- 
yours were us'd in ſome Places to take away this 
Reght from ſome of you at the laſt Struggle, and you 
may aſſure your ſelves, his friendly Endeavours will 
Bech be wanting to cur you ſhort in that Part of your 
. Tho! for this time, he trys you, he ſays, 
ago ritt: 


or other, 


Fen, till all your jorning and voting on one 
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— think fit; if they are to be charg'd with Faction 
and Sedition, every time they do not Vote as Miniſters 
wou'd have them, of what uſe to them is their Pri- 
vilege of Voting ? Happy is the Nation where the Aa- 
miniſtration is always to the Good and Intereſt of the 
People: But ſince that is rather to be deſpair'd of 
than hop'd for, it being a Degree of Perfection of 
which all ſublunary things are incapable, ſince the 
greateſt Stations do not defend Men from Error, and 
the People ſometimes are the beſt Judges of their 
own Intereſt, tis certainly their Right and Duty to 
Vote for ſuch Men and ſuch Things as they believe 


pill contribute moſt to the Welfare of themſelves 


and their Poſterity , when they are legally call'd 
upon to Vote, and to go about to awe them or in- 
fluence them in Voting, is Tyranny worſe than either 
Faction or Sedition. ili he call all thoſe worthy 
Members of the laſt Houſe of Commons, who Vo- 
ted againſt the Bill of Commerce, a Faction? Will he 
call the Electors that voted for them in this Parlia- 
ment, or for other Members on that account, Facti- 
aus? Why is he ſo outragious againſt the I higgs, 
for doing their utmoſt that the preſent Parliament, of 
whom ſuch great things are expected on all Hands, 
ſhou'd be free? And why ſo angry with the Diſſen- 
ters, as Tradeſmen, for endeavouring to give their Pow- 
ers to ſuch as were beſt Judges of Trade, and moſt 
concern'd in it? This is what they have moſt at 
Heart. The Law ſecures their Religion to them, and 
excludes them the Places; What need they care who 
are in or out? But certainly it behoves them to do 
what they can, in a legal way, to maintain and en- 
creaſe their Property; in which no doubt, they will 
act according to their beſt Light. Property is of no 
fide, Intereſt never lies, and Mhigg-Merchants and 
Tory-Merchants are Egliſumen alike, when their 
-— is in queſtion, if they have no ſiniſter 
Byas. | 
I have all along treated the Diſſenters, not as ſuch, 
þut as Engliſpmen. They have not yet dar'd to cry 
| out, 
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them, will ſurely e 


out, their Charch is in Danger, tho' five or ſix of em 
were at one time burning about their Ears. They 
have ſuch an entire Aſſurance of the Goodneſs of 
their Cauſe and the Juſtice of the Government, that 
they don't value the Threats of a deſperate Faction, 
nor even the Inſults of a tumultuous Rabble: They 
knew the Rage of the one proceeds from their De- 
ſpair, and that the Fury of the other will ſpend it ſelf, 
or perhaps take another Channel. It muſt be ſaid 
for them, that they never once gave up the Cauſe of 
Liberty; and this Conſtancy of theirs, is the Reaſon 
why good Churchmen wou'd cheriſh and indulge them 
in the free uſe of their Civil Privileges, which Higb- 
Church deliver'd up to Arbitrary Power, with the 
Charters of almoſt all the Corporations of England. If 
worldly Intereſt cou'd have influenced theſe miſtaken 
Men, why did they not accept of that Bounty which 
wou'd have rebuilt thoſe Edifices, the two Rebels 
Damere and Purchaſe laid in Aſhes? Why did they not 
take the Money, and have ſign'd the Petition which 
was ſent to them, ready drawn, in behalf of thoſe 
rebellious Incendiaries ; a Copy of which I cou'd, if I 
thought fit, inſert in this Place, but they generouſly 
refus'd any Aſſiſtance that abridg'd them of their 
Right in requiring Juſtice on the T raytors, who, in 
defiance. of the and Parliament, had rais'd a 
Rebellion in favour of an Incendiary greater yet than 
themſelves. Men of this Make are not likely to be 
advis'd out of their Reaſon, by ſuch a wiſe and ſober 
Perſon as the Hriter of the Letter to em. The 
Enemies to the Conſtitution cannot but heartily wiſh 
that ſuch faſt Friends to it, were depriv'd of all 
Means of aſſiſting it, which one Argument is enough 
to make all wha are for the Support of it, — 
alarm at any thing that attacks them either in Spiri- 
tual Matters or 0 gots For whoever begins with 

nd with our Proteſtant Church, as 
the Writer of the Letter tells us King James in- 
tended. That Prince ofter'd to Sacrifice the Diſſen- 
zers to the Church, but truly ſhe wou'd not accept = 
| Ee 
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the Offer, and 2 Reaſon, for ſhe knew her Fate 


wou'd quickly be the ſame, her ſelf be a Victim to 
Popery. He then offer'd to Sacrifice the Chureb to 
Diſßenters, hoping, as even this Scribbler ſays, % gra- 
ztifying their Revenge, 10 gain their Help in his en 
of maſtering the Laws, breaking in upon the Conllitu- 
tion and raining the Church, and thereby the Prote- 
ſtant Reli gion, and at laſt the Diſſenters. themſelves. 
They rejected the Offer, tho” but newly deliver'd 
from Gibbets and Goals, by the Advice of a noble 
Tory-Lord, a True Friend to the Intereſt of the 
Church and Kingdom, as I doubt not the beſt and 
ſound Part of the Tories will prove themſelves; ne- 
vertheleſs they were not more influenc'd by that Ad- 
vice, than by the Conviction of their own Reaſon, 
that a oh Prince cou'd mean them no Good by 
any kind Offers he made them to the weakning of 
the Prateſtant Intereſt. And the ſame Conviction of 
their Reaſon makes them reject the Temptations of 
this calm, this friendly Adviſer ; it being impoſſible 
that a Libeller who has written, and is ſtill writin 
daily for the Intereſts of France, can have any — 
Meaning for thoſe Proteſtants who can never think 
themſelves ſafe while ſne is in any wiſe proſperous. 
Full well does my Letter-wrizer know, that there 
are ſeveral Paſſages in his Invective, for which I have 
4 thouſand Anſwers ; and if he cou'd lead me into one 


What intangling Queſtions the Higl-Church Jews, the 
* Pharifees and King Herod's Men, the Herodiaus, put 
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to our Saviour, - who had confounded them with 
many divine Parables. They cou'd not touch him 
there, and therefore demanded, Is it lawful to give 
Tribute to Cæſar? But, as it is in St. Mazthew, Je- 
ſus perceived their Wickedneſs, and ſaid, why tempt ye 
me, ye Hypocrites. I ſhall make him ſome amends by ad- 
ding an Alluſion of his Friends to this Anſwer of our 
Saviour's. The Jacobites have got a Medal of the Pre- 
tender, with our Rightfuland LawfulSovercign's Do- 
minions on one fide, and on the other his own At- 
tainted Image, with this Inſcription, Cjus eſt, Redarre. 
Having mention'd the Pretender, I ſhall take leave 
to obſerve, that the Diſſenters are not the only Viſio- 
zaries who are affrighted at the daring Inſolence of 
his Friends, and at this very Fellow's among the 
reſt. What if the Q--—- ſhowd die? What if the Pre- 
tender ſhou'd come? Are two notable Scriptions of his; 
for which, as a reverend Judge told him from the 
Bench, He might live to be bang d, as much an Irony 
as he ſaid it was. But there is no talking with theſe 
Mercenaries, tis like fighting with a Man that has got 
a Pardon in his Pocket; we muſt be ſatisfy'd with 
wiſhing well to what we think is right, and defer 
ſpeaking the whole Truth to other Occaſions. This 
they know we will do if we have the leaſt Grain of 
Diſcretion. When theſe Bullies enter the Liſts, they 
do it like the Champion at the Coronation Feaſt, well 
aſſur d that no body dares oppoſe them, and that they 
ſhall have the Goblet into the Bargain. | | 
Does he think that the Pulpits and Preſs ringing 

with Hereditary Rights, which is downright Treaſon 
againſt the Revolution, and all the Settlements foun- 
* ded upon it? Does he think the Scots Highland Ad- 
dreſs, pointing out as with a Finger, to the Perſon who 
is for ever barr'd the Succeſſion, will not raiſe Jealou- 
fies in the Minds of good Prorzeſtayts ? Are theſe 
meer Suggeſtions, malicious Cavils, bold Allegations ? 
Does he think the advertiſing Bedford's pompous Fo- 
lic againſt King hams and Her Majeſty's Title to 
the Crown, in the Gazette, has not made People _ 

all 


- 


(25) 

and look upon one another as in a Fright ? How im- 
patient are all Loyal Subjects at the impunity of the 
Printers and Publiſhers of that treaſonable Book, and 
the cold Proſecution of the Author. Till thefe 
Men have exemplary Puniſhment to the utmoſt Ri- 
gour of the Law, the Concern of all True my nl 
men for the Honour of Her Majeſty, and the Secu- 
rity of the Prezeſtant Succeſſion, will not let them Nleep 
in Quiet; tho' they live in Peace. I will, however, 
do him the Juſtice, to tell them the comfortable Ti- 
dings he gives us to diſſipate all our Fears in Page 22. 
that the French King has been oblig'd to renaumce the 
Pretender, and to e an the Faith and Honour of a 
Hing, for bimſelf an — Poſterity, never to aid, Aſſiſt, 
or encourage him to attempt ut, and in the mean time, 
zo expel him from his Court, and from bis Dominion, 
and t0 acknowledge the Title of the Houſe of Hannover. 

Fine Promiſes to be addreſs'd to Diſſenters, amo 
whom he knows there is not a Man that cares one 
Farthing for the French King's Word, nor what he 
Renonnces, nor what he * ma and who ne- 
ver have that Monarch in their Thoughts, but repre- 
ſenting him in the miſerable Condition he was in 
three Years ago, and wiſhing him in a worſe, that 
they might truſt to his Impotence, and not to his Re- 
aouncings, For there is a prior Promiſe to King James, 
quite contrary to his laſt 8 and Engagement, 
and were there none, that ing one, to be true 
to his own Iutereſts, which are as much ſeparable 
from the Pretender's, as ours are from the Dazch, 
wou'd be too hard for that Faith and Honoxr which 
the Letrer-writer offers us for our Security. I muſt 
confeſs, I don't think it worth while to talk of him 
on this Occaſion. He will always do us what Miſ- 
chief he can, and we have 8 to do but to pre- 

vent him, and put it out of his Power. 
The greateſt Enemies to the preſent Government, 
are certainly thoſe that do their utmoſt to render t he 
moſt ſaber, wealthy and valuable Part of the Nation 


odious to Her Majeſty, to maintain whaſe Title, 
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there is not a Man of 'em but is ready to ſacrifice 
his Life and Fortune, not in Paper only, but in Blood 
and Treaſwre. Wos then are the beſt half of her lo- 
ving and dutiful Subjects, we will gueſs only by the 
Capital, and that in the late Election, with all its Faults 
and Miſcarriages, why are they repreſented as a diſ- 
contented Rabble, a meer confuſed, diſunited, and diſperſed 
Mob? But becauſe there are ſome People who can- 
not bear to think that growing Party ſhou'd be put 
in the Place of rain d, and that the Competition is ſo 

near a Ballance, that a Feather may turn the Scale. 
It is the common Practice of all prevailing Parties, 
to repreſent others as andone and ruin d, as the Wri- 
ter of the Letter, and his Brother the Examiner, will 
have it the I biggs are, tho? God be thank'd, they 
have enough left to pay their Tax of Two Shillings, 
and, as ruin'd as they are, voy have ſtill paid 
Four with Chearfulneſs. ey were themſelves 
ilty of this Weakneſs, when the Memorial quite 
routed their Adverſaries, and left that Field clear to 
them which they ſo gloriouſly maintain'd. My Ma- 
nuſcript abovementioned, treats High-Church as the 
meer Remnant or Shreds of a Faction, but indeed they 
own'd themſelves to be ſo, in that ſame Manifeſto of 
theirs, and that the Lords and the whole Body of the 
People, were againſt them; yet what a Hand have they 
made of it, without either Friends or Money? which 
of it ſelf, methinks, ſhou'd be ſufficient to let People 
know what Climate they live in, where the Wind 
A ſo often, *twill be very hard if it never ſets 
r. = | | 
What's the meaning ſome Perſons are ſo ſollici- 
tous to keep where they are? Are they in the Con- 
dition of drowning Men, who ſink when they let 
o their Hold? Innocence is not ſo anxious about its 
reſervation. It carrys a clear Conſcience with it, 
and that defyes all Changes and Chances. Innocence 
might defy even the Pretender, if it was poſſible for 
an Eugliſpbman and a Proteſtant to be innocent. What 
is there in any other Change, that a Proteſtant and an 
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Engliſhman need be afraid of? I muſt explain my ſelf 
here, and clear a whole Party from that diabolical 
Charge of the Letter-writer , that they build their 
Hopes and Wiſhes on a Demiſe, and drink execrable 
Healths 20 the ſpeedy Succeſſion of the Houſe of Hanno- 
ver, p. 37. Patience is loſt in ſo much Y:Ulaxy, and 
as to good Manners, there are none due to ſuch an 
infamous Delator, I who am as well acquainted with 
the Party as himſelf ever was, or is now with their 
Enemies, and the Enemies to that Succeſſion, ſolemn- 
ly declare, I never once heard of ſo deteſtable a 
Toaſt, ſo prophane-and undutiful an Anticipation of 
the Rights of that Houſe, Tis then, nor more nor 
leſs, than a Lye of his own, inſpir'd by the Father of 
Lyes; for they abhor ſuch Wickedneſs, and build 
their Hopes and Wiſhes on Her Majeſty's Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and impartial Favours to all Her People. 

As to his Panegyricks, I agree with him in all the 
Parts of them, and in no Place more than where he 
ſays what is ſo notoriouſly true, p. 12, 13. That the 
 Publick Affairs are brought to.a happy Settlement, that 
we have extricated our ſelves out of all Difficulties ; 
That the Conſtitution remains entire and unbroken.” Tho? 
what he ſays of this kind, is very dull, and has ano- 
ther worſe Quality with it; yet *tis ſo pleaſing to 
read ſuch things, that one cannot but be enamour'd 
with it. As to the Truth of it, I believe it all 
as much as he himſelf believes it. What then? If 
there are others, who. out of Weakneſs or Strength 
of Judgment, are of another Opinion, and ſhew that 
they are ſo by their Votes, muſt they preſently be 
term'd a FACT10ON for making uſe of their Bireb- 
right? I wiſh he wou'd tell me who it was, that bid 
him call them ſo, I'll warrant ye he ſhou'd be made 
aſham'd of it, and wiſh he had kept his Tongue with- 
in his Teeth, let him be who he will. | 

To conclude, why muſt all this be ſaid to Diſen- 
ters and Low-Charchmen ? If I cou'd give any Cre- 
dit to him, there are many Tories who are againſt the 
preſent Miniſtry, Page 11. Perhaps there may, I know 

| nothing 
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nothing of the the matter, f as he proceeds, 
of thoſe who have always diſtinguiſp'd themſelves as Mbigt, 
who are entirely in their Intereſt, very likely. But as 
to what he ſays of the Diſſenters, let him name me 
Ten of any Name at all, beſides a thriving Scrivener, 
and a broken Heſier, and I will have done with him, 
as indeed *tis time, for his whole Libel is like the reſt 
of his Performances, a heap of Wotds without Ideas, 
or falſe or contus'd ones. He was hir'd, becauſe 
*twas thought he knew beſt the Blind Side of thoſe to 
whom he wrote ; but they have known him long e- 
nough, and if thoſe that employ him, imagine they 
get ground by it, and do not do it, as tis faid, Con- 
jurers ſet Devils to work, to pick up Cockle-ſhells, 
to prevent their doing Miſchief to themſelves; they 
are as great Fools as the Tool they make uſe of. 

But conſidering the Pride he takes in giving out, 
that he is let into ſome important Secrets, leaſt the 
uc antious ſhou'd be impos'd on by him, I was pre- 
vail'd upon to overcome the ReluQance I had to 
meddle with ſuch a Creature, hated by thoſe he ſerves, 
and deſpis'd by thoſe he has deſerted. | 
L have before me ſome Inſtances of his Elegance 
in Language, his Excellence in Argument, ſome of his 
Concords in Grammar and Reaſoning. But alas ! one 
ſhou'd have a fine time of it to go about to ſhew whar 
2 ſorry Lagician and Grammarian he is. To talk of 
theſe Tritles , wou'd be like ſending for a Dancing 
Maſter, when a Man has broke his Leg, inftead o 
a Surgeon. If he was but an Houeſt Man, no matter 
whether or no he was a Scholar; and if he wanted not 
Peracity, there is no body wou'd accuſe him for his 
want of Ait. The Craft he ſo much values himſelf 
upon might paſs for it, were it not that wicked Crafz 
which deceiv'd our Mother Eve; and without Re- 
deaption, wou'd have damn'd her whole Paſterity. 
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